
10th Grade US History Syllabus -  Mr Ian:- ian@cambridgeprepacademy.com

Course Description:

The beginning is the most important part of any endeavor, for a small change at the beginning will result
in a very different end. How much truer this is of the most expansive of human endeavors: founding and
sustaining a free country. The United States of America has achieved the greatest degree of freedom and
prosperity for the greatest proportion of any country’s population in the history of humankind. How is it
that the common American’s pursuit of happiness has resulted in such exceptional outcomes over time?
This phenomenon compels mindful young Americans to seek to understand how their nation has achieved
such results. And America’s youth could find no greater source of understanding than the history of their
country’s founding, starting with their forefathers’ ideas, words, and deeds.

“Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in
Liberty,and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now we are engaged in a great civil
war,testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.”

These famous opening lines from President Abraham Lincoln at Gettysburg express why the Civil War was
fought. Whether America, founded in liberty and equality, could long endure depended on whether the
nation’s original contradiction, slavery, could be abolished while still preserving the country’s existence as
a union. American students must know how the ideas at the heart of their country were undermined by
slavery; but they must also learn how heroic Americans committed to America’s founding ideas made great
sacrifices and sometimes gave their lives, so that these ideas of liberty and equality might prevail over the
dehumanizing tyranny of slavery. And students must learn that, like those in Lincoln’s audience, it is up to
each American to oppose tyranny and dehumanization to ensure that “government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Course Goals:

Students who complete this course successfully will be able to:

Use these real world skills to become critical thinkers, independent learners, problem solvers, and effective
communicators so that they will be able to acquire information, an understanding of cultural diversity, and the
skills necessary to become full participants in our democratic society.

Guidelines for Success:

1) Come to Class Prepared: Come to class with writing instruments and paper, as well
as a mental attitude that says you are ready to learn.

2) Respect Each Other: Everyone is equal in this class. Work and Support each other in
everything you do.

3) Know Your Worth: Everyone has a value, have pride in yourself and your ability to
learn. BELIEVE IN YOURSELF.



Course Policy and Information for Students:

Students will need a 1”  Binder and a Journal

1) General Class Rules

Respect Each Other: Insults, name-calling, and rudeness are not allowed. Be on time and in your seat working
on your bell work when the bell rings. Stay in your seat, do not mess with others stuff, do not invade others
space, be honest, and no speaking when others are speaking.

Bullying: ABSOLUTELY NO bullying allowed at ANY time in this classroom.

Food/Drinks/Gum: No food or Drinks except water in a clear bottle or cup with a lid that can be sealed. NO
GUM EVER.

Leave it like you found it: Neither your teacher nor the custodians are your maids, you are expected to keep
the classroom clean and orderly. No graffiti on desks, no leaving physical items in the class, throw away your
trash. ABSOLUTELY NO GLITTER IN CLASS.

2) Attendance Policy

Be on time for class,If a student comes in after I, the teacher, has submitted the role, they wil be considered
Tardy. Students may also not leave early, unless called by the office, if they leave early without a valid reason
they will be counted as tardy for that day.

3) Late Work / Extensions - In accordance with Handbook

4) Missed Exams / Quizzes - In accordance with Handbook

Students may NOT come in during another class to ask about their grades as that will disrupt the class in
progress.

5) Technology Policies

The students will do research online / Khan Academy / ICivics at several points during the year, they will be
expected to follow a digital etiquette policy that includes: no foul language online, going to the websites
assigned to them, staying on task, and no off-task activities.

Phones must be off and away when the teacher is lecturing, you may NOT have your phones on when doing
class/group work. Headphones will be allowed only when assignments require

7) Ethics/Violations of Academic Integrity

Students MUST cite their sources when doing their projects, also any outside information must be cited as
well. (This can include: current day politics, historical facts, quotes/sayings, or opinions). All students are
expected to be polite and courteous, but also mindful of citing information. Students without citations may be
told to find a citation, or if it is a paper or other assignment to get the citations or fail the assignment.



Students may not use notes or textbooks on quizzes or exams unless told so just prior to the quiz or exam (i.e.
during instructions). Students may not talk during quizzes or exams until the last one is turned in. Students who
do either will risk having their test/quiz taken and a zero recorded in their gradebook, and depending on the
intensity of the offense, they may also be written up.

Texts we will work with

Land of Hope, Wilfred McClay
An Inquiry into the Rights of the British Colonies, Richard Bland
Letter to Lord Kaims, Benjamin Franklin
Virginia Resolves of 1769, Virginia House of Burgesses
A History of the Dispute with America, No. VII, John Adams
“Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death!,” Patrick Henry
Speech on Conciliation with the Colonies, Edmund Burke
Common Sense, Thomas Paine
Olive Branch Petition
Declaration of Independence, First Draft
Declaration of Independence
Orders of July 2, George Washington
Resignation Speech, George Washington
“Liberty and Peace,” Phillis Wheatley
The Northwest Ordinance of 1787, Article III
The Articles of Confederation
The United States Constitution
The Federalist, Nos. 9, 10, 51
The Bill of Rights

Course Grading:

I don’t wish for any student to fail, however I will not just ‘give’ grades to students, they must be EARNED by
the students according to the level of effort put into class assignments and assessments. If a student misses
class, it is THEIR responsibility to make up the assignment or a replacement assignment. Extra Credit will be
offered throughout the class, and it is highly encouraged to take advantage of these opportunities.


